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rapid industrial expansion to the unfettered individualism which 
has characterized our economic development, to agree with Mr. 
Barker that America's record is a demonstration of the virtues 
of nationalism as England's is of the vices of laissez faire. In- 
deed, the author contradicts his own interpretation of the facts 
when, in his concluding chapters on the Labor Problem, added ap- 
parently as an afterthought to the volume, he extols the individ- 
ualism of American policy and decides that the "unprecedented 
economic success of the United States is largely due to their policy 
of giving the freest play possible to the energies of the individual 
and of restricting the interference of the State in economic matters 
to an absolute minimum" (p. 549). At this point Mr. Barker's 
nationalism is overwhelmed by his opposition to the doctrines of 
socialism. In fact, when we have balanced the inconsistencies and 
contradictions of his theory, the author's nationalism seems to 
simmer down to an advocacy of the protective tariff, in support 
of which he adduces without criticism the stock arguments of the 
American protectionists. (See chapters VIII and IX.) On the 
whole, despite its intention, the book can scarcely be considered 
a contribution to nationalistic theory since it attempts the im- 
possible task of combining two irreconcilable tests of national 
greatness : great and highly centralized political power, and the 
economic prosperity of the average citizen. 

Edgar S. Furniss. 
Yale University. 
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